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Welcome to the October 2011 newsletter from KDR and The Online Workshop. 
 
This edition sees some major new developments in both FMMS and SmartAsset with the former 
being extended to accommodate the needs of two important FMMS customers and the latter taking 
advantage of some technological improvements in the development toolsets upon which SmartAsset 
is based. 

 
 
 
 
 

Both Barwon Water and QR National have been quite active with FMMS in recent months. 
 

Risk Management: 
 
Barwon has determined to collect condition assessment data in the field via their FOCUS 
implementation and required some extension to the FMMS Risk Management module to 
accommodate this. 
 
The end result sees asset condition data being automatically uploaded into FMMS with the resultant 
values being used to recalculate an adjusted condition rating followed with an ensuing adjustment 
to the risk rating for aƴ ŀǎǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ Χŀll done without hands other than those of the 
PDA user who recorded the assessment in the field. 
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A major component of this process involves the use of .NET based Web Services provided by KDR to 
facilitate the interface requirements between FOCUS and FMMS. 
 

 
 
QR National is currently testing some additional functionality provided to them by KDR in order to 
accommodate several new requirements:- 
 

Clock On/Clock Off 
 
Timesheet recording has been made far easier for QR National personnel via the use of barcode 
scanners and a new clock-on/clock-off capability that enables simple identification of the user and 
the job they are currently working on. 
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Capacity Planning 
 
Keen to make use of the capacity planning capabilities of FMMS, QR National requested some 
modifications in this area including the ability to select multiple tasks (including both standard 
activities and existing jobs) for the capacity planning simulation options so that the combined effects 
on capacity for resources, materials and availability can be viewing together. 

 
 
 
Additionally, a warehouse option list has been added to the Materials Capacity display form in order 
to nominate the desired warehouse for which to review stock levels. 
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The advent of some new technologies in the area of office deployment and browser-based 
development has enabled some exciting new capabilities in these areas. 
 

MS Projects 
 
The introduction of Office 2007 enabled us to embed SmartAsset functionality into several office 
products including Excel and Outlook, thus providing our customers with the ability to combine the 
power of those tools including reporting/uploading data via Excel spread sheets and the use of 
shared Outlook calendars to plan and execute jobs. 
 
However, MS Projects remained the poor cousin in this regard largely due to the fact that our ability 
to embed SmartAsset functionality was somewhat restricted by the inability to dock our Asset 
navigator and incorporated functionality into the Projects workbench. 
 
Office 2010 has addressed this area and The Online Workshop has taken advantage of this. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ōŜƭƻǿ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ {ƳŀǊǘ!ǎǎŜǘ wƛōōƻƴ όȅŜǎΧ ŜǾŜƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ Ǌƛōōƻƴ ƴƻǿύΦ 
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While the ability to insert tasks for a nominated asset/project via the navigator and context menu 
remains (as shown above), the introduction of the advanced SmartAsset search capability provides 
far more flexibility in the selection of data to be inserted into a project. 
 
In the example below, all Event projects (Scientific Research projects at Antarctica NZ) have been 
located by their corresponding job prefix/start date for subsequent insertion into MS Projects. 
 

 
hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ΨDƻΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ Ƨƻōǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊouped according to the 
ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ Ψtƭŀƴ .ȅΩ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƳŀǊǘ!ǎǎŜǘ ǊƛōōƻƴΦ  
 
In this case, the activities are grouped by the event and the phase of each event. 
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The SmartAsset addin remains as a live link with the project such that as an activity is selected in the 
project (either in the tabular list of jobs or on the Gantt chart itself), the corresponding job and asset 
are located in the Navigator accordingly. 
 

 
Demand for resources is also inserted into the project from the SmartAsset jobs, thereby enabling 
resource smoothing to occur within projects in order to establish relevant job start/end dates 
according to capacity. 
 
Once done, these dates can then be updated as new estimated start/end dates for the 
corresponding jobs in SmartAssŜǘ ōȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŀǾŜΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛōōƻƴΦ 
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SmartAsset via the Internet Browser 
 
All this talk about the Cloud has many people excited including our own Web-deployment specialist. 
 
Keegan has taken our browser deployment capability to a new level via the introduction of jQuery 
technology to our existing ASP.NET based solution. 
 
For the technicians out there,  jQuery is a fast and concise JavaScript Library that simplifies HTML 

document traversing, event handling, animating, and Ajax interactions for rapid web development. 

(more can be found at http://jquery.com ) 

For the less technical, spot the difference between the two SmartAsset examples below: 

The one at left is the 
new Browser 
Deployment Capability 
running in a standard IE 
Browser while the 
example below is the 
traditional SmartClient 
Deployment Capability 
running in Windows as 
a desktop Client. 
 
YŜŜƎŀƴΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƧvǳŜǊȅ 
is blurring any 
differences in the end 
user experience. 
 

Of course, the big 
advantage of the 
browser deployment is 
avoiding the need to 
install any client-side 
software, thereby 
enabling access to a far 
wider range of users 
including external 
contractors. 
It also means that 
SmartAsset is taking a 
large step towards being 
a hosted solution in the 
cloud. With the advent of 
the National Broadband 
Network, this becomes 
quite significant. 

http://jquery.com/
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Finally, it also means that SmartAsset can run on more gadgets including the iPad, as per the screen 
shots below: 
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Supply Chain 
 
Anna, our supply chain specialist, has gone to town with extending the capabilities of SmartAsset in 
this area. 
 

 
 
¢ƘŜ ΨaŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΩ ǘŀō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƳŀǊǘ!ǎǎŜǘ Ƨƻō ŦƻǊƳ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ΨwŜǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǘŀōΣ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ 
enabling direct access to supply chain functionality from within the job. 
 
In the case above, because this job has been raised from a standard activity that contains material 
requirement, the user is offered to copy these into the job. 
 
Having accepted this offer, two items are copied to the job. Then the user has navigated the supply 
chain hierarchy in order to locate another required item (a bearing) and having viewed the current 
stock levels for this item, has elected to drag/drop it onto the Requisition form as well. 
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On entering a quantity ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ƛǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŀǾŜΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ 
will be processed according to the workflow settings established for this installation. 
 

 
 
In this case, the two issue requisitions (ie. requests for items that are carried in stock) have been 
approved and are ready to be issued from the store. 
 
However, the direct charge requisition (for an item that is catalogued but not carried in stock) has 
been determined by workflow to require approval. 
 
The workflow settings for this are shown below: 
 

 



 
 

 
Newsletter October 2011 

Because the value of the direct charge item is between $100 and $1000, the highlighted workflow 
rule is applied resulting in an email being sent to the designated originator using the content of 
Message 60003 as the message content. 

 
On opening the resultant email in Outlook, the requisition may be reviewed and approved by 
selecting ǘƘŜ {ƳŀǊǘ!ǎǎŜǘ Ψ±ƛŜǿ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΩ  .ǳǘǘƻƴ ŀǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9Ƴŀƛƭ ƳŜƴǳ ǊƛōōƻƴΦ 
 
 


